The Western Australian Horse Council would like to pass on the following information concerning the suspected outbreak of Strangles in the Wanneroo area.
Strangles is endemic in WA and it is not unusual to see cases from time to time.  Strangles is rarely fatal.
Strangles is an upper respiratory tract infection – symptoms can include a thick creamy nasal discharge, an elevated temperature and lymph nodes under the throat may be enlarged.

Diagnostic testing in a laboratory, to confirm a case of Strangles  (strep.equis)  may take several days.

The horses that died recently in Yanchep were not as a result of having Strangles.
In WA under state law Strangles is not a notifiable disease

The Department of Agriculture has not implemented a lockdown – the WA border has not been closed

An initial or first course of Strangles vaccination may take some time to achieve full immunity

Vaccinating for Strangles does not prevent horses from getting Strangles, but it does lessen the effect.  
The WAHC recommends horse owners maintain best practice bio-security measures at all times,  eg washing hands, isolate new arrivals from resident horses for at least 14 days, quarantine that show signs of illness, keep stables clean and disinfected, ensure each horse has its own feed and water buckets, do not allow horse to eat other horses feed etc
To receive direct notification and ongoing information about any disease or equine emergency, register on www.wahorseemergency.com.au – this is a free service the WAHC provides for the horse industry.
The information supplied for the database is private and only used for the dissemination of updating the progress of an Emergency Disease, quarantine regulations and bio-security information

If you do not wish to receive further information from the WAHC, please notify by return mail
Diane Bennit – Chair WA Horse Council -92910202

